Lessonl
1. He is speaking to "he who has ears" (v. 9) and "from him shall be taken away even that he hath" (v. 12).
2. Various answers.
3. Because the mysteries of heaven are not revealed to everyone. Some people hear, but are unwilling to understand; to those who believe, understanding is given.
4. Isaiah 6:9-10
5. These were illustrations the people could relate to; they were stimulated to think about what had been said,
trying to figure it out. And it brought thoughts of the other world into this one-the everyday with the eternal.
6. "Who hath ears to hear, let him hear." Everyone can hear and heed the message if they will.
Lesson 2
1. The tares are the children of the wicked one. Tares wrap their roots around the roots of the wheat (v. 29).
2. He told the parables to the multitude, the explanation to the disciples. The disciples believed Him and were
allowed to know some of the secrets of what the King was still accomplishing on earth even though in heaven.
3. Ps. 78:2. What a privilege-we can understand truths that prophets and righteous men didn't know! (v. 17).
4. 2 Thessalonians 1, Revelation 20:11-15
5. "He who hath ears to hear, let him hear."
Lesson 3
1. It made the people stop and think for themselves about what they were asking.
2. To Nicodemus He said, "Ye must be born again;" to the lawyer He seems to say that if he kept the law, he
would live. But this was to show him the impossibility of keeping the law and by it satisfying God.
3. Various answers.
4. Samaritans were traditional enemies of the Jews, the one you would expect to pass by on the other side.
5. Two days' wages. Is this a hint at the almost two thousand years the Lord has been away?
6. It revealed that we can't possibly keep the law, and that the claims of grace far exceed the law's demands.
Lesson 4
1. Life does not consist of the abundance of things. You can be wise in time but a fool forever.
2. Materialistic, forgetting God, living for time instead of eternity.
3. God sees it as foolishness (really godlessness-the
fool says, ''No, God") and calls the man to account.
4. 1 Timothy 6:17-19; 1 Timothy 6:10; etc.
5. The ravens, the lilies, the grass in the field are all taken care of by God-you will be too.
6. Necessities. Seek first the kingdom of God. Make Christ-serving
Him and His people-the priority in life .. '.- LessonS
1. Refers to people murdered by Pilate as they went about offering their sacrifices.
2. They will perish-unknown
by the God who knows everything; sent away from the God who is everywhere.
3. The fig tree could refer to any who reject Christ, especially those with lots of religious leaves, but no fruit.
4. Love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance (Spirit-control).
5. Various answers. Not by mere human effort (that's the work of the flesh) but by yielding to the Spirit.
6. If the tree doesn't bear fruit, cut it down.
'
Lesson 6
1. The supper speaks of the provisions of heaven, of all that God has for us in Christ.
2. First, bought ground, wanted to see it; second, bought a cow, wanted to prove (test) it; third, married a wife.
3. Should look before you buy; should test the oxen before purchase; should have brought his wife along.
4. Offended that they thought more of their own lives than of him. They could have made other arrangements.
5. Invitation of salvation.
6. Revelation 20:11-15. They were cast into the lake of fire.
Lesson 7
1. Pharisees and scribes murmured about Jesus because He was being a friend to the publicans and sinners.
2. A broad range: shepherds; women; wealthy Jewish father, with servants; young people.
3. Repentance isn't a mystery-it is something everyone can understand.
4. The sinners probably were happy to hear the message and to find out that they were important in God's
eyes. The Pharisees were probably offended to be lumped with the rest of the listeners and considered lost.

PARABLES

5. No, the righteous think they don't need repentance, but they do-"there is none righteous, no, not one."
LessonS
1. Selfish, interested only in having a good time, independent.
2. He said that he had sinned against heaven and then in his father's sight. All sin is first against God.
3. He ran to meet him, hugged and kissed him, dressed him, put a ring on his finger, and prepared a "welcome
home" celebration.
4. Love for his son, willing to let him go, but glad to see him come home; forgiving, wants the best for his son.
5. Father welcomed the younger son home with open arms; elder son was jealous, unforgiving-did
not think
it was fair. Was this any way to treat a prodigal? Its the way God treats a repentant prodigal!
6. A substitute-the
fatted calf-died as a peace offering. His son was lost, and is found; was dead and is alive.
Lesson 9
1. Spoke to a group who trusted in themselves, thought they were righteous, but despised others.
2. They probably were outraged at what Christ said.
3. He was blunt and straightforward, didn't worry about impressing them or trying not to offend them. They
were wrong and He showed them that.
4. "God, be merciful to me a sinner!" Five times-in fact the whole prayer is self-centered. Nothing.
5. Short, sincere, specific, to God (not caring what others thought), humble.
6. We have to constantly keep in mind that we are praying to the holy God of heaven-not
to impress the people who are listening. He knows our hearts; He isn't listening to our lips. And we can be completely honest!
Lesson 10
1. We should try to deal with issues that are relevant to the people we are talking to at the time-something
that interests them and that they can understand.
2. Look after his money wisely-to be busy in his business. Mistakes are allowed; doing nothing is not.
3. The rejection of Christ at His trial (Lk. 23:18-23).
4. Do something worthwhile for the Lord until He returns with the resources He has given us.
5. Various answers.
6. Great White Throne judgment (Rev. 20:11-15).
Lesson 11
1. Instead of "the kingdom of heaven is like," He says, "I am ... " It is a metaphor rather than a simile.
2. He prunes it so that it can bear more fruit.
3. (Heb. 12:11). By chastening, or child training. Also by circumstances; Christian counsel; the Word; the Spirit.
4. Stay close to Him through prayer, His Word, constantly mindful of His presence.
5. If we abide in Him, we bring forth much fruit, enjoy answered prayer, and have fullness of joy.
6. If we abide in Him, then God will be glorified.
Lesson 12
1. The king had arranged the feast for the marriage of his son.
2. Song of Solomon, Hosea, 2 Corinthians 11:1-3, Ephesians 5.
3. They made fun of the invitation and ignored it. Shows a complete lack of respect for the king.
4. Various answers.
5. The king was justified. The guest was blatantly disrespectful and rebellious, the others just didn't care. The
others didn't know what they were missing; the man knew better and sinned in the light.
6. All who hear the gospel message are offered salvation; only those who accept it are chosen in Him-''Elect
(chosen) according to the foreknowledge of God" (1 Peter 1:2).
Lesson 13
1. Religious people who think they are waiting for the return of Christ, but really are not born again.
2. They slept while they could have been preparing themselves, making sure that they were ready at his coming.
3. Various answers.
4. People can think they are ready for heaven, think they know the Lord, but in fact are not saved.
5. While we wait for the Lord's return, we should make sure, first of all, that we are ready. Then we should use
the time effectively while we wait, instead of slumbering and sleeping spiritually.

\

